
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Resident Conference Attendance Policy
Policy Statement


This policy delineates the requirements for academic conference attendance in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Who Needs to Know This Policy


George Washington University Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology Residents, Faculty and Staff.
Policy Contact


Residency Program Director, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Who Approved This Policy


Graduate Medical Education Committee (GMEC)

History/Revision Dates


Effective Date: 12/14/2017

Last Updated: 7/12/2019

Policy/Procedures

Policy: All residents in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology will be sponsored to attend a conference of their choice during the PGY3 or PGY 4 year of training.  This will be referenced below as their “Senior Conference.” 

Approval Process: Residents must have approval from the Program Director, the Administrative Chief Resident, and the Site Director prior to registering for a conference.  Residents are required to ask for time off to attend a conference at least 90 days in advance.  If they do not, or if the conference does not meet acceptable educational standards, their request to attend may be denied.  

Time off: Residents are allowed to miss 3 days of work to attend the conference.  These days count as “days off” if the resident is not presenting at the meeting/representing the institution.  If the resident is presenting, the time spent in the conference counts as duty hours per the ACGME Duty Hour FAQ’s.  

https://www.acgme.org/acgmeweb/Portals/0/PDFs/dh-faqs2011.pdf
Reimbursement: Residents will be reimbursed by the GW Medical Faculty Associates for conference expenses for costs up to $1000.  Residents are required to register for the conference and to make hotel and plane reservations AT LEAST 90 days in advance to take advantage of lower fares. Expenses eligible for reimbursement include: Plane or train tickets, taxi fares, conference registration, hotel fees, and meals (not including alcohol).  Rental cars are NOT eligible for reimbursement.  Residents MUST share rooms if another resident of the same gender is attending the same conference. Conference registration and flight costs may be submitted prior to the conference. All other expenses with itemized receipts must be submitted within 30 days of attendance to the MFA Faculty Affairs Coordinator.  

Special Situations: 

Board Review Courses:  Residents identified by the Program Director will have the option to use their conference funds toward a board review course in preparation for the written board exam.  The resident will be responsible for any expenses over $1000. Residents who attend a board review course are not eligible to attend an additional “Senior Conference.” 

International Trips:  Residents may choose to use their conference funds to allow them to participate in an international trip such as the trip to Haiti sponsored by Project Medishare or trips through groups affiliated with GWU.  In these circumstances residents may miss 5 days of work to participate in the trip and the balance of the expenses required for travel will be paid for through the Resident Education Fund.  Residents who participate in an international trip are not eligible to attend an additional “Senior Conference.”  This is separate from an international elective funded by the Resident Education fund during the PGY-3 year. 

Residents with presentations:  Residents who have posters or presentations at national meetings will be sponsored to attend these meetings under the same guidelines as above.  Residents will be responsible for any expenses over $1000. Residents who attend a conference because they have a presentation are not eligible to attend an additional “Senior Conference.”   The Department will fund up to 5 conferences over the course of the residency program, although residents who have their research accepted at more than 5 conferences may receive financial support at the discretion of the Program Director and Chair.  Residents will be granted time off (3 days) to attend meetings when they have a poster or presentation.  

Sponsored Conference Attendance:  Residents who attend conferences funded by sources other than the MFA (for example those who hold leadership positions in ACOG and as a result attend the District Meetings, Congressional Leadership Conference, and ACSM; or those who are Sponsored Resident Reporters to ASRM, SASGOG, SMFM or ACSM) are required to request time off to attend these conferences.  The expectation is that residents minimize the number of days of work that they miss as much as possible. These meetings do not count as a residents “senior conference” unless the resident chooses to use these funds to extend their stay.  For example, if ACOG pays 2 nights at the ACSM and the resident wants to stay for the entire conference, they could use their “Senior Conference” funds to attend the remainder of the meeting. 
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