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Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Policy on Fundamentals of Laparoscopic Surgery 

(FLS) Certification
Policy Statement


The purpose of this policy is to outline the process for obtaining FLS certification. Beginning with the graduating Class of 2020, the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology (ABOG) will require all graduating residents become FLS certified prior to sitting for the Qualifying Examination (written boards). 
Who Needs to Know This Policy


George Washington University Obstetrics and Gynecology Residents, Faculty and Staff. The George Washington University Office of Graduate Medical Education.
Policy Contact


Residency Program Director, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Who Approved This Policy


Graduate Medical Education Committee (GMEC)

History/Revision Dates


Effective Date:

Last Updated: 8/1/2019

Policy/Procedures

Policy: All residents must achieve FLS certification prior to sitting for the Qualifying Exam administered in June of their graduating year. As a program, we require all residents to be certified prior to the end of May of their PGY4 year. FLS certification requires passage of a skills and knowledge examination.
The process for FLS certification is outlined below:

The program’s FLS director will register the resident for the FLS online didactic curriculum. The resident should complete the online course in order to prepare for the knowledge portion of the FLS examination.

The resident will receive a username, password, and program ID. They can access the online materials here: http://fls-online.org
The resident will then be registered for the FLS examination least 90 days prior to the examination date. The resident will check with the Chief Resident to ensure the date does not conflict with other duties. They are also responsible for logging into the site to ensure their registration information is accurate. They will be provided a voucher for the examination once registered.
  
Registration website: http://www.webassessor.com/sages
 
If a resident cannot or has not achieved FLS certification according to our program requirements they will not be eligible to sit for the Qualifying Exam as outlined by ABOG. Additionally, they will not be eligible for final completion of the program until certification has been achieved.  Please refer to the GME Academic Improvement policy for details regarding this process.  

Program FLS Director: Dr. Maria Victoria Vargas, MD, FACOG
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