
 
 

GENERAL ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
Policy/Procedure Statement 
 
This policy outlines the expectations for student attendance in the preclinical and clinical phases 
(years 1-4) of the MD curriculum at the George Washington University School of Medicine.  
 
Attendance and active participation in all components of the medical education program are 
essential to students’ development as physicians and to developing the competencies needed to 
practice medicine. Consistent engagement allows students to contribute to their own and peer 
development and to achieve the learning objectives for the MD Program and for each course and 
clerkship. It is also critical to meeting standards of professional conduct and responsibility as 
medical students. This policy also relates to LCME elements 3.5 (Professionalism) and 12.4 
(Student Access to Health Care Services). 
 
PRECLINICAL 
In the preclinical phase of the curriculum, attendance is strongly encouraged and expected at all 
educational sessions, including large group lectures and small group non-lecture sessions.  
 
Attendance in-person is required and monitored at large group sessions that consist of patient and 
guest panels and at all Practice of Medicine (POM) small group sessions (CIS, interview, 
physical diagnosis, CAP, coaching), all Patients, Populations and Systems (PPS) small group 
mentored sessions, designated laboratory experiences, and any other educational activities 
designated as required on the Google student calendar. Attendance is also required for all 
examinations, including Performance-Based Exams (PBE). 
 
The POM and PPS courses have course-specific attendance requirements and protocols due to 
variation in course structure. See Blackboard for course-specific requirements.  
 
In addition: 
 

• Students are permitted time off for religious observances in accordance with the GW 
Religious Observance Policy. (See “Religious Observance Policy and Calendar” on the 
GW Provost Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines site).  

• Students are permitted time off to attend medical or dental care appointments after 
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informing their course director at least one week in advance. (See “Policy on Student 
Absence for Medical or Dental Care” under Policies/Resources Related to Student 
Health). 

• Medical students are expected to refer to the Policy on Inclement Weather as applicable. 
(See “Policy on Inclement Weather” under SMHS School Policies). 

• For any unanticipated emergency absences (such as personal illness or family 
emergency), a student should notify the course leadership, coordinator, POM instructor, 
and/or PPS mentor as applicable. (Please refer to the POM and PPS syllabi for attendance 
policies and absence forms). 

 
CLINICAL 
In the clinical phases of the curriculum, attendance is required at all sessions throughout each 
course including during the clinical experiences, except when a student has obtained permission 
in advance from the course/clerkship director (or proxy) or if a course director designates a 
session as optional, and in accordance with the following policies:  
 

• Students in the clinical courses and clerkships are required to adhere to the Policy on 
Medical Student Clinical Duty Hours. (See “Policy on Medical Student Clinical Duty 
Hours” under Education/Curricular Policies). 

• Students are granted official GWU Holidays off, with the potential exception if on a 
required Acting Internship where it is then at the course director’s discretion. (See 
“Policy on Medical Student Clinical Duty Hours” under Education/Curricular Policies). 

• Students are permitted time off to attend medical or dental care appointments after 
informing their course director at least one week in advance. (See “Policy on Student 
Absence for Medical or Dental Care” under Policies/Resources Related to Student 
Health). 

• Students are permitted time off for religious observances in accordance with the GWU 
Religious Observance Policy. (See “Religious Observance Policy and Calendar” on the 
GW Provost Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines site). 

• In accordance with the Policy on Inclement Weather, medical students on clinical 
rotations should report to clinical sites if it is safe to do so. Students unable to report to 
their clinical sites must notify their supervising physician (faculty member) as well as the 
clerkship director/clinical coordinator. (See “Policy on Inclement Weather” under SMHS 
School Policies). 

• For any unanticipated emergency absences (such as personal illness or family 
emergency), a student should notify the course/clerkship director, coordinator, and 
relevant clinical team members as soon as possible.  

• For each of the above circumstances, clerkship/course directors may require make-up 
work if student absence interferes with required learning experiences/objectives of the 
clerkship/course. See course/clerkship syllabi for additional details. 
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EXAMS  
For any student request to change the date/time for any exam throughout the MD program, see 
“Exam Policy Procedures and Guidelines” under Education/Curricular Policies. 
 
Reason for Policy/Purpose 
To provide overarching expectations for student attendance across the preclinical and clinical 
phases of the MD curriculum. 
 
Who Needs to Know This Policy  
Medical students, faculty members, residents, fellows, and staff 
 
Policy Contact  
Assistant Dean for Pre-Clinical Education / Associate Dean for Clinical Education 
 
Who Approved This Policy 
Committee on the Undergraduate Medical Education Curriculum: 
Most recent approval: January 16, 2025 
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