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Update to the SMHS Faculty Assembly 
October 7, 2024 

 
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST ASSEMBLY MEETING 

 
• Elected Members to Standing Committees of the SMHS Faculty Assembly (Results of the 

elections are appended to this report) 
 

• Elected Members of the Search Committee for*: 
o Chair, Department of Emergency Medicine 
o Associate Dean for Graduate Medical Education 
o Chair, Department of Neurology & Rehabilitation Medicine  
*Rosters are appended  
 

• Elected a new SMHS ombudsperson for Graduate Medical Education: Tenagne Haile-
Mariam, Associate Professor, Emergency Medicine  

 
• Reviewed and endorsed recommendations for the description of the SMHS 

Ombudsperson's roles and responsibilities as well as MD Admissions policies and 
processes. 
 

• Endorsed proposals to amend the SMHS Rules & Procedures to add a new clinical 
department, the Department of Family & Community Medicine; remove a basic sciences 
department, the Department of Genomics & Precision Medicine; clarify the reporting 
structure of the Standing and Special Committees; amend the charge of the CUMEC; and 
increase the composition of the Committee on Research. 
 

• Heard reports from the Health Sciences Curriculum Committee as well as a report on 
2023-24 appointments, promotion, and tenure. 
 

• Re-elected Marisa Birkmeier, Health, Human Function, Rehabilitation Sciences, as Chair 
and Jeffrey Berger, Anesthesiology, as Vice Chair of the Executive Committee for the 
2024-25 academic year. 
 
 
 

 



 
School of Medicine & Health Sciences 

 
 
 

Chair, Emergency Medicine Search Committee 
 

Jeffrey Akman, Chair 
Leon M. Yochelson Chair, Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Health 

 
Tenagne Haile-Mariam, Diversity Advocate 

Associate Professor, Department of Emergency Medicine 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Jalil Ahari 

Associate Professor, Medicine 
 

John Bethea 
King Fahd II Professor and Chair, Anatomy & 

Cell Biology 
 

Keith Boniface 
Professor, Emergency Medicine 

 
Denice Cora-Bramble 

Professor, Pediatrics 
 

Jordan Estroff 
Associate Professor, Surgery 

 
Andrew Garrett 

Associate Professor, Clinical Research & 
Leadership, Emergency Medicine, and Global 

Health 
 

Shawn Haji-Momenian 
Associate Professor, Radiology 

 
 
 

Katrina Hawkins 
Assistant Professor, Anesthesiology & Critical 

Care Medicine and Medicine 
 

Christopher Jackson 
Assistant Professor, Anesthesiology & Critical 

Care Medicine 
 

Damali Nakitende 
Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 

 
Courtney Paul 

Assistant Professor, Medicine 
 

Colleen Roche 
Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 

 
Babak Sarani 

Professor, Surgery and Emergency Medicine 
 

Mary Warner 
Associate Professor and Chair, Physician 

Assistant Studies 
 

Xian Zhao 
Associate Professor, Pediatrics and Emergency 

Medicine
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bruno Petinaux 
Chief Medical Officer, GWU Hospital 

 



 
School of Medicine & Health Sciences 

 
 
 

Associate Dean, Graduate Medical Education Search Committee 
 

Nancy Gaba, Chair 
Oscar I. and Mildred S. Dodek and Joan B. and Oscar I. Dodek Jr.  

Professor & Chair, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology 
 

Howard Straker, Diversity Advocate 
Associate Professor, Department of Physician Assistant Studies 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Patrick Conway 
Assistant Professor, Medicine 

 
Sarah Conway 

Assistant Professor, Medicine 
 

Debra Herrmann 
Assistant Professor, Physician Assistant Studies 

and Director, Center for Faculty Excellence 
 

Jennifer Keller 
Associate Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology 

and Director, Office of Professional & 
Respectful Learning 

 
Jiyoung Lee 

Assistant Professor, Biochemistry & Molecular 
Medicine 

 
Ali Pourmand 

Professor, Emergency Medicine 
 

Laura Roland 
Assistant Professor, Anesthesiology & Critical 

Care Medicine 
 

Timothy Singer 
Resident, Neurological Surgery 

 
Allen Solomon 

Professor, Medicine 
 

Stephanie Streit 
Assistant Professor, Surgery

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Ex-Officio 

 
Huda Ayas 

Associate Dean, International Medicine 
 

Lorenzo Norris 
Associate Dean, Student Affairs and Chief Wellness Officer 

 
Mary Tucker 

Director, Graduate Medical Education 
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Chair, Neurology & Rehabilitation Medicine Search Committee 

 

John Bethea, Chair 
King Fahd II Professor and Chair, Department of Anatomy & Cell Biology 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Matthew Colonnese 
Professor, Pharmacology & Physiology 

 
Leigh Frame 

Associate Professor, Clinical Research & Leadership and Physician Assistant Studies 
 

Karen Goodman 
Assistant Professor, Health, Human Function & Rehabilitation Sciences 

 
Geet Paul 

Assistant Professor, Anesthesiology & Critical Care Medicine and Neurology & Rehabilitation Medicine 
 

Christina Prather 
Associate Professor, Medicine 

 
Antonio Puente 

Assistant Professor, Psychiatry & Behavioral Health 
 

Dominic Raj 
Bert B. Brooks Chair and Professor of Medicine 

 
Perry Richardson 

Professor, Neurology & Rehabilitation Medicine and Neurological Surgery 
 

Michael Rosner 
Dr. Hugo V. Rizzoli Professor and Chair, Neurological Surgery 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Pritha Ghosh 

Associate Professor, Neurology & Rehabilitation Medicine and Assistant Dean, Student Affairs 
 
 


