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The Biosketch is not your CV

SMHS APT CV required guidelines

https://smhs.gwu.edu/sites/default/files/GW-SMHS-CV-Format.pdf


The Biosketch tells your story

1. The NIH Biosketch is an overview used by funders
2. Your biosketch should be tuned for each application
3. Contains 4 sections:

Personal Statement
Positions & Honors
Contributions to Science
Research Support

4. “New” Biosketch 2021
no more D other support, but highlight funding
added year by year support documentation



Use NIH Biosketch instructions and forms

Use the correct SF 424 forms for your biosketch (check date)



Manage your biosketch online with SciENCV
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/

Anyone with a MyNCBI account can use SciENcv

Your Curriculum Vitae is not your NIH Biosketch

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/


Address Review Criteria in Biosketch

Candidate
· Does the candidate have the potential to develop as 
an independent researcher?
· Are the candidate's prior training and research 
experience appropriate for this award?
· Is the candidate's academic, clinical, and research 
record of high quality?
· Is there evidence of the candidate's commitment to 
become an independent investigator in research?



Your Biosketch Contains

• Early career
• Graduate & 

postdoc
• ORCID
• My NCBI

• Courses and 
grades

• Funded  grants

• Employment
• Memberships
• Honors
• Licensure

• Lead application
• eRA Commons
• Proposal Goal
• Long term goals
• Education, training
• Leadership
• Past funding
• Need the grant Personal 

Statement
Position & 

Honors

Contributions 
to Science

Research 
Support & 
Scholastic 

Performance



Personal Statement

Modify for each grant application
Why you are suited for your role

Name names/grant

Long term research goals
Relevant training or technical expertise

• Past funding awards
• Career motivation

• Collaborators/environment

Can briefly describe any impediments
• Family care, illness, active military service

Add up to 4 publications or “research products” 

• Lead application
• eRA Commons
• Proposal Goal
• Long term goals
• Education, training
• Leadership
• Past funding
• Need the grant

Personal Statement





Merlin K23

Mention the grant

Long term goal

You need grant

Your strengths

Example of Personal Statement



Positions and Honors

Experience

Employment -- resident, fellow

Honors-- describe

Professional Societies

Licensure

• Employment
• Memberships
• Honors
• Licensure

Positions/ Honors



Example of Positions & Honors



Contributions to Science- can feel tricky

Up to 5 contributions to science, each with
Background of problem
Central findings
Influence of findings
Role in the work 
up to 4 citations

Reflect periods of research or project
early career-postbac IRTA
medical/ grad research
research in residency
fellowship research

Link to complete contributions
ORCID and MyNCBI

• Early career
• Graduate & postdoc
• ORCID
• My NCBI

Contributions



Contributions can be lots of products

Journal articles, book chapters
Audio or video products, 
patents, databases and research materials, 
educational curricula, instruments or equipment, models, 
protocols, software or netware

URLS are not permitted in biosketch or application!!
(can put “non-standard” items in My NCBI bibliography)



After Contribution to Science, 
add link to complete bibliography

ORCID digital identifier that distinguishes you from every 
other researcher, links to manuscript and grant 
submissions (free registration). https://orcid.org/
Mandatory as of Jan 2020

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1825-0097

https://orcid.org/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1825-0097






Examples of Contributions to Science

Background
Findings
Role
impact

“This project resulted in 10 peer reviewed articles, 2 
national presentations, 4 international presentations.”





Research Support
List ongoing and completed research from last three years

• Indicate overall goal of the project and your role
• Do not indicate person months 

• Do not indicate direct costs
• Do not confuse with “other support”

• Courses and grades
• Funded  grants

Research Support



NIH Biosketch (Fellowship) Rubric Points 
available

Used NIH biosketch format 2 pts

Included commons user name 0 pt
Education/Training complete 2 pts
Personal Statement-
why are you well suited for this project? 
Previous training, research , technical expertise, collaborators or 
current environment, 
Highlight up to four publications or research products 
Address any factors that may have affected your past productivity

2 pts

Positions and Honors
List positions in chronological order
List any relevant academic and professional achievements/honors

2 pts

Contributions to Science
Describe up to 5 most signficant contributions to science. 

4 pts

additional information
research support and/or scholastic performance

2 pts

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/phs398/biosketchsample.doc


See Sample Successful Applications
University of Alabama Birmingham Grants Library
https://www.uab.edu/ccts/research-commons/grant-help/proposal-development/grant-library

https://www.uab.edu/ccts/research-commons/grant-help/proposal-development/grant-library


NIH Biosketch instructions 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm

ORCID 
https://orcid.org/
My Bibliography 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/
eRA Commons account 
• CRI contact Stephanie Bair sbair@childrensnational.org
• GW contact Kai-Kong Chan kkchan@email.gwu.edu
Edits
• GW Alison Hall akhall@gwu.edu
• CNH / GEP Stephan Ladish sladisch@childrensnational.org

You can’t win the game if you don’t know the rules

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
https://orcid.org/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/
mailto:sbair@childrensnational.org
mailto:kkchan@email.gwu.edu
mailto:akhall@gwu.edu
mailto:sbair@childrensnational.org


NIH Biosketch (Fellowship) Rubric Points
Used NIH biosketch format 2 pts

Included commons user name, ORCID, MyNCBI 1 pt
Education/Training complete 2 pts
Personal Statement-
why are you well suited for this project? 
Previous training, research, technical expertise, 
collaborators or current environment
Highlight up to four publications or research products 
Address factors that affected your past productivity

2 pts

Positions and Honors
List positions in chronological order
List academic & professional achievements/ honors

2 pts

Contributions to Science
Describe up to 5 significant contributions to science

4 pts

Additional information
research support and/or 
scholastic performance

2 pts


