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Medical Society of the
District of Columbia
Meritorious Service Award
2014
What an honor to be asked to present to my
friend and colleague, Dr. Gigi El-Bayoumi, The
Certificate of Meritorious Service in recognition
of distinguished service to the medical profession.
Gigi is responsible for directing, mentoring and
furthering the career of thousands of young
medical students and trainees. This alone deserves recognition.
She has always been a teacher of excellence not
only in internal medicine but in the practice of
medicine. She was voted into AOA, our Medical
Honor Society, by her peers and students at GW
in the year 2000.
She has been involved in Civic and Social causes
for years. When the South East Tennis and
Learning Center was in dire need of funds, Gigi
arranged for the Egyptian Embassy to hold a
fund raising event, just for this cause. She has
been on the Board of Directors of WhitmanWalker since 2010. When her beloved patient
Ms. Dorothy Rodham passed away she became
the Founder of the Rodham Institute for health
disparities after soliciting a generous gift from
the Clinton Foundation. The goal of the Institute
is to partner with communities to educate the
District of Columbia's next generation of clinicians to provide compassionate and high-quality
health care for all.
Gigi was invited to the White House two weeks
ago to receive a certificate of appreciation for
“her outstanding leadership, clinical expertise,
and tireless effort to provide the absolute best
medical care”. I know this because I accompanied here and received a certificate of appreciation for as far as I can tell being her chairman.
Well done to her and to the Medical Society for
awarding this to her.

save the Date
Faculty/housestaff
Holiday Party
Friday, December 12th, 2014
Westin georgetown
Washington DC Hotel
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From the Chairman
I would much rather be writing about the Nats in the world series but as that didn’t happen,
there is only one other topic to discuss; Obama’s lack of leadership and failure to address the
Ebola crisis. The Republicans are outraged that so little has been done and the United States
public has been put at such great risk because of the President’s apathy. It is unheard of for a
US President to take so much time to speak out on a health issue so important to the American
public.
It didn’t take Gerald Ford long to act. In January of 1976 a soldier at Ft. Dix, NJ became stricken with the flu and died. It was determined that this was swine flu and closely resembled the flu
strain that caused the 1918 epidemic. Public health officials insisted that action must be taken
to head off another major pandemic, and urged President Gerald Ford that every person in the
U.S. be vaccinated for the disease despite prior knowledge that one version of the vaccine could
cause neurological damage. One death was enough for Ford to spring into action and the first
vaccinations were given in October. The government suspended the immunization program in
December after reports of at least 54 cases of Guillain-Barré syndrome were reported. A quarter of the US population was vaccinated but the epidemic never materialized and no other
deaths from swine flu was reported that year. The Swine flu fiasco, as it became known, certainly didn’t help Ford in his election campaign losing to of all people a peanut farmer that wasn’t
up to the job.
It took a little longer for Reagan to act. The AIDS epidemic began in 1981 and less than 7 years
later towards the end of his second term President Ronald Reagan finally publicly spoke about
the disease. By then over 20,000 American had died including in 1985 a friend of Reagan’s,
Rock Hudson, yet even then he remained silent; he was certainly no Gerald Ford. Of course to
be fair, we need to put this in context with the times. Efforts by Surgeon General C. Everett
Koop to educate Americans and increase education in schools was prevented by zealous right
wingers who denied funding. At least Reagan had a Surgeon General -- not that it helped as
Reagan remained silent. He was more interested in not alienating the Religious Right than doing the right thing. Finally in 1987 Reagan appointed a commission on the HIV epidemic. By a
narrow 7-6 vote the commission endorsed many anti-discriminatory practices, increases in education and other important measures. Reagan took no action on their recommendations by the
time his term expired in January of 1989. He was true to his principles (lack of) to the end.
Now all the new age Republicans who worship at the shrine of Reagan want action. They are
outraged that Obama waited a week before making a National TV address and another week
before appointing an Ebola Czar. But he will never be able to do enough. To them, Obama is
responsible for this disease reaching the US shores. Everyone was OK with his inaction as long
as Ebola was confined to West Africa but two cases in the United States is an Obamademic™.
This isn’t a disease just affecting the LGBT community so why isn’t he closing the borders?
How long would it take to extend the Mexican fence? But then how would we get out if this
really starts to spread? Can you imagine Mexico closing their borders to us?
Who cut the CDC and NIH budgets anyway? Who refuses to approve the Attorney General
nominee because of his radical views for limited gun safety measures like a ban on assault
weapons? Hint: the same Yahoos who love Reagan. Obama has also praised Reagan for his
dedication to principles but obviously didn’t learn from the Great Communicator to keep his
mouth shut. If only Reagan was still President, if there was an epidemic at least we wouldn’t
know about it.

Alan G. Wasserman, M.D.
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Department of Medicine
November 2014 Grand Rounds

Cardiology Grand Rounds
5:00 PM, Ross Hall, Room # 104

Nov 6 “Imaging for Coronary Artery
Disease: Too much, too little
or just right?”
Brian Choi, MD
Associate Professor
Division of Cardiology
Department of Medicine
GW Medical Faculty Associates

Nov 5

Mortality & Morbidity Conference

Nov 12

William Borden, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine
Division of Cardiology
Department of Medicine
GW Medical Faculty Associates
Quality of Care and Health Policy

Nov 13 “Interstitial Lung Disease”
Morgan Delaney, MD
Associate Professor
Division of Pulmonary Diseases
Department of Medicine
GW Medical Faculty Associates

Nov 19

American Heart Association
Annual Sessions

Nov 26

Cancelled– Thanksgiving Holiday

Nov 20 “Superbugs”
Angelike Liappis, MD
Associate Clinical Professor
Department of Medicine
Washington DC VA Medical Center
Nov 27 HOLIDAY

Resident Lecture Series
November 2014 Noon Conference

The George Washington University Medical Center (GWUMC) is accredited by
the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to
sponsor continuing medical education for physicians. GWUMC designates this
continuing medical education activity on an hour-for-hour basis in Category I of
the Physician’s Recognition Award of the American Medical Association.
(AMA).
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Medicine Team Contacts
WHITE TEAM

(202) 715-5669

YELLOW TEAM

(202) 715-6041

GREEN TEAM

(202) 715-6062

RED TEAM

(202) 715-6039

BLUE TEAM

(202) 715-6156

SILVER TEAM

(202) 715-6040

PURPLE TEAM

(202) 715-6042

GOLD TEAM

(202) 715-6044

ADMITTING RESIDENT 741-0161 pager

Nov 26
Nov 27
Nov 28

Recruitment
Journal Club
GME Core Lecture
Medicine Grand Rounds
Recruitment
Recruitment
“Updates on Affordable Care Act”Dr. Nupur Mehta
Recruitment
Medicine Grand Rounds
Recruitment
Recruitment
Clinicopathologic ConferenceDrs. Erica McBride and Omar Siddique
Recruitment
Medicine Grand Rounds
Recruitment
Recruitment
Mortality & Morbidity ConferenceDrs. Yasir Alfi and Jacob Elkon
“Diabetic Foot”- Dr. Michael Stempel
HOLIDAY
HOLIDAY
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Introduction of Nancy Gaba, MD at
Installation as the Oscar I. and Mildred S.
Dodek and Joan B. and Oscar I. Dodek Jr.
Professor and Chair of the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Dr. Gaba became a member of the University Faculty the same year
I became Chair of Medicine and I began to notice her when she assumed the role of Residency Program Director for the Department
in 2003. Something was beginning to happen in that department
with innovative programs and a program director who wanted to
carve a new and more challenging path which was not easy at that
time since we were working with non-functioning GME office.
But fate seems to have had a way of imposing itself here at the
Medical Center. Therefore, in 2007 when an opening arose in the
Associate Dean’s position in the GME office, Nancy assumed that
responsibility. It was the perfect stepping stone to add to Nancy’s
administrative and leadership skills.
The GME office had always been a service oriented group that
somehow lost its mission in the early 2000’s. Nancy took charge and
exceeded everyone’s expectations except mine. Once again the
GME office became the go to place for information and help. Over
the 7 years that she held that position, every Residency and Fellowship program received full accreditation most for a full 5 years.
Program directors started coming to the GME meetings because
they were informative and they would benefit not because attendance was required. There was a collegiality and an esprit-de-corps
among the clerkship directors and more importantly among the
house staff that was finally restored.
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Nancy has always been a strong advocate for Women’s health and
women’s rights. How much of an advocate I recently discovered
when the issue of the use of Power Morcellation made headlines
across the country. After one prominent individual suffered complications there was an outcry and call for termination of this procedure which quickly became widespread.
Nancy had a different perspective. She made the argument that
power morcellation has enhanced the ability of surgeons to remove
large tumors through small incisions. The benefits to the patient
are faster healing, faster postoperative recovery, and more rapid
return to full activities. She went against the prevailing wind and
argued that women should have the right to decide for themselves
after being allowed to weigh the benefits and the risks as is done
with most procedures. Although my administrative hat said we
should stop doing this procedure, I was overwhelmingly impressed
by her dedication to her patients and her outrage over the paternalistic attitude of the medical community.
It was then that I knew we had the right person. Not having a chair
that takes the easy road, not going along with the established norm
will probably increase my Xanax dose in the future but doing what
is right by our patients is our primary mission.
So given her growing National stature, her proven leadership in
medical education, her years of dedicated service to the betterment of women’s health, I am extremely proud of the excellent
choice we have made to have Dr. Nancy Gaba assume a leadership
role and be installed as the Oscar I and Mildred S. Dodek and Joan
B, and Oscar I Dodek Jr. Professor and Chair of the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology at GW. I am also thrilled to say that the
Medical School, the University Hospital and the MFA did not come
up short!

The Chairmanship of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Please Join Us In Welcoming Our Newest
is one of the most prestigious chairs positions at the medical school.
With former chairs such as Alan Weingold; to Harold Fox, who took
Addition to the Medicine Faculty
a step down to Chair the department at Hopkins for 16 years; to
Jack Larsen, a pioneer in genetic research, whom I expressed my
Nicole Ehrhardt, MD joins the Division of Endocrinology.
admiration for recently at his retirement reception; these are not
Dr. Ehrhardt received her medical degree from The Unieasy shoes to fill.
formed Services University. She completed her internal
When we started the search for the Chairmanship of the Obstetrics medicine residency at Walter Reed Army Medical Center,
where she also completed an Endocrinology Fellowship.
and Gynecology we told the recruiter from Korn/Ferry that we
wanted the best person available but having witnessed how this
field was becoming Female dominated would expect there would
be qualified female candidates. His response was that although the
majority of medical students going into this field were female, there
hadn’t been enough time to allow a cadre of experienced woman to
emerge in this field. Alas, he did not have a binder full of women
and in his words, “women were coming up a little short.” It was at
that point that Dr. Akman, Mr. Wolfman and I knew that the right
candidate may be right before our eyes. From her first visit, Dr.
Nancy Gaba wowed the committee, many of whom seemed surprised by her qualifications and presentation.

She has been on faculty at numerous institutions including
Texas Tech University Health Sciences, Uniformed Services
University of Health Sciences, and Georgetown University.
She is a dynamic and innovative researcher who has authored three well cited papers in journals of prestige.
Dr. Ehrhardt is board certified in Internal Medicine and Endocrinology & Metabolism. Her special interests include
diabetes and thyroid.
Appointments can be made with Dr. Ehrhardt by calling
202-741-3333.
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Rheumatology Academic Conference Schedule
November 2014
*Please note new conference locations:
ACC Building 6B-411B (8:00 am - 9:00 am)
Questions? Call (202) 741-2488

Nov 6 Journal Club
Dr. M Hanna
Nov 6 Rheumatology Divisional Meeting
1:00 - 3:00 p.m., Ross Hall, Conference room
201 C
Nov 13 No Conference: ACR National Meeting
Nov 20 Radiology Conference
Dr. Kathleen Brindle, Associate Professor of
Radiology
Chief, Musculoskeletal Radiology
NOTE LOCATION: GWU Hospital
Radiology Conference Room
Nov 20 Didactic Sessions
1:00 - 3:00p.m., Ross Hall, Conference room
201 C
Nov 27 Cancelled: Thanksgiving Holiday
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Kudos & Congratulations
Congratulations….to former chief resident Dr. Katrina Hawkins on her
newborn, Flynn Robert Hawkins, born on September 23rd weighing 7lbs
5oz.
More Congratulations...to Dr. John Larson, OB/GYN, on his installation
as President of the Medical Society of the District of Columbia (MSDC).
Kudos… to Drs. James Ahlgren, Nihar Patel, and Robert Sigel, Hematology and Oncology, for their article that was published in Oncology,
titled “O-MAX Chemotherapy: High Activity in Metastatic Esophagogastric
Adenocarcinoma and Possible Relation to Subclinical Hemolysis”
More Kudos… to Dr. Michael Irwig, Endocrinology, for his published
review article titled, “Bone Health in Hypogonadal Men” in November’s
issue of Current Opinion in Urology.
More, More Kudos… to Dr. Dominic Raj, Nephrology, for being nominated to the American Society of Nephrology Strategic Planning Committee.
Even More Kudos… to Drs. Aamir Ali, Jalil Ahari, Showkat Bashir,
Ashte Collins, Steven Farmer, Gurusher Panjrath, Charles Faselis,
Khaled el-Shami, and James Katz who all helped with the board review sessions to our residents last year. There was a 94% board pass
rate for last year’s grads (national average is 85%)! Way to go!
Also Kudos…to Dr. Adam Kittai, PGY 3, on his outstanding teaching this
month while on the wards. He has added greatly to the educational
experience of many medical students. Thanks!

See you next month! The Editor

The George Washington University Medical Faculty Associates
Department of Medicine, Suite 8-416
2150 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20037

