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The George Washington University does not unlawfully discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran 
status, or sexual orientation. This policy covers all programs, services, policies, and procedures of the University, including admission to education programs and 
employment. The University is subject to the District of Columbia Human Rights Act. Inquiries concerning the application of this policy and federal laws and regulations 
concerning discrimination in education or employment programs and activities may be addressed to Office of Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 
Suite 320, 2033 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20052, (202) 994-9656; the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights of the U.S. Department of Education, or the Director of 
the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission/Washington Field Office. To request disability accommodations, students should contact the Office of Disability 
Support Services, (202) 994-8250 (TDD/voice), and employees should contact the Office of Equal Employment Opportunity, (202) 994-9656 (voice) or 9650 (TDD). 
GW is committed to assisting all members of the GW community in providing for their own safety and security. The annual security compliance document is available 
on the UPD website at http://gwired.gwu.edu/upd/compliance. If you would like to receive a booklet called “The Pride Brochure” which contains this information, you 
can stop by the University Police Department at Woodhull House, 2033 G St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20052, or you can request a copy by mailed to you by calling (202) 
994-6948. The website and booklet contain information regarding campus security and personal safety including topics such as: crime prevention, university police, law 
enforcement authority, crime reporting policies, disciplinary procedures, and other matters of importance related to security on campus. They also contain information 
about crime statistics for the three previous calendar years concerning reported crimes that occurred on campus; in certain off-campus buildings or property owned 
or controlled by GW; and on public property within, or immediately adjacent to and accessible from the campus. The information is required by law and is provided by 
The George Washington University Police Department.
This information is generally accurate as of November 2011. The University reserves the right to change courses, programs, and fees, or to make other changes deemed 
necessary or desirable, giving advance notice of change when possible.
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The George Washington University School of 

Medicine and Health Sciences (SMHS) is a premier 

destination for students pursuing their goal of 

becoming physicians. Under the guidance of 

nationally and internationally recognized faculty and 

clinicians, you will join a diverse group of students 

who share your drive and passion to make a positive 

impact on the lives of others.

The school’s unique location — just blocks from the 

White House, the World Health Organization, and 

the U.S. Department of State — offers GW students 

access to some of the world’s most powerful leaders, 

as well as experience working with populations that 

face significant social challenges. SMHS serves as 

a conduit for linking policy and practice through 

medical education that emphasizes a humanistic 

approach to health care. 

The GW M.D. program, paired with your intellectual 

curiosity and academic drive, will prepare you 

for selection by the most prestigious residency 

programs in the nation, enabling you to build a 

career that will transform the landscape of medicine.

As an SMHS alumnus, the influence and support 

I received from a generation of reputable GW 

physicians has guided me throughout my career as 

a psychiatrist and as dean of the school. Beyond the 

classroom, my network of classmates and alumni has 

served a steady source of inspiration and support. 

I encourage you to learn more about our school, 

our facilities, our faculty, and all of the exciting 

opportunities we offer that will prepare you to 

pursue your life’s calling.

jeffrey s. akman, m.d. ’81
vice president  
for health affairs and
dean, school of medicine  
and health sciences



The George Washington University (GW) combines 

the power of cutting-edge research with exceptional 

instruction and high-quality patient care to find solutions 

to the most pressing medical challenges of our time.
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The George Washington University has an intimate campus nestled in one of the most powerful cities in the world. 

GW is within walking distance of government offices and non-governmental organizations (NGOs); historic and cul-

tural landmarks such as the White House; the U.S. Department of State; the World Health Organization; the National 

Academy of Sciences; the Lincoln, World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War memorials; the John F. Kennedy Center for 

the Performing Arts, and the Smithsonian Institution. The campus has its own stop on the D.C. Metro system (Foggy 

Bottom–GWU), located between Ross Hall and the GW Hospital. 

During their time in Washington, D.C., our students become deeply involved in the community. GW medical students 

regularly serve at local clinics and provide care for medically underserved populations. They volunteer at nearby 

homeless shelters, spearhead the collection of donations, volunteer and serve as mentors for underprivileged kids 

interested in health careers, and implement wellness initiatives with residents of local retirement homes. GW medical 

students are also very active in the arts and contribute to hundreds of special-interest organizations throughout the 

metro area.

Our location in the heart of Washington, D.C. enables our students to capitalize on long-standing relationships with 

leading health agencies such as the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the National Institutes of Health, 

the World Health Organization, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, and others. Leaders of these organizations 

regularly come to the GW campus and address students at large-scale policy events, as well as lecture in classes 

across campus.

The school’s proximity to and strong relationships with these nationally recognized organizations offer SMHS faculty, 

students, and residents opportunities to advance their research and contribute to important policy discussions that 

will shape the future of health care.

LOCATION & FACILITIES Ross Hall



sCHOOL Of medICIne and HeaLTH sCIenCes 

SMHS is the 11th-oldest medical school in the country and has been at the forefront of medi-
cal and health sciences training since its founding in 1825. Based in Ross Hall, a self-contained 
research, education, and administrative facility, the school provides unmatched opportunities for 
engagement with nearby government, non-government, and nonprofit organizations. The school 
boasts approximately 3,298 basic science, health sciences, and medical faculty who train more 
than 700 medical students and 1,025 health sciences students annually.

Inside the school, students are exposed to innovative education facilities and techniques, such as 
the Clinical Learning and Simulation Skills Center (CLASS Center), a facility that enables students 
to practice essential skills, procedures, and critical care training on human patient simulators. 
Students are also exposed to state-of-the-art equipment such as the da Vinci Si surgical system 
and cutting-edge clinical techniques used in the most advanced treatments. Because of these 
resources, SMHS produces competent professionals who are exceptionally prepared to influence 
the future of health care.

THe GeOrGe WasHInGTOn UnIVersITy HOsPITaL

Located adjacent to SMHS, the George Washington University Hospital is a 371-bed facility featur-
ing a Level 1 Trauma Center, some of the most technologically advanced care in the region, and 
leading-edge medical equipment and patient accommodations. The more than 875 physicians 
and 800 nurses serving the hospital are renowned for their clinical expertise in a wide array of 
specialties, including cancer care, cardiovascular care and cardiac surgery, emergency medicine, 
minimally invasive surgery, and robotic surgery. 

Already offering one of the largest robotic surgery programs in the country, GW Hospital is now 
taking steps to become the regional leader among multi-specialty robotic observation centers. 
With the addition of two new robots, GW Hospital has become the first in the Washington/Balti-
more area offering da Vinci Si robots with dual-console capability and fluorescence imaging and 
skills simulation for surgical training. 

The GW Hospital Cardiac Surgery program earned the highest designation — a three-star ranking 
— from the Society of Thoracic Surgeons. The hospital’s Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory serves 
as a national leader in training residents in transradial catheterization — a specialized cardiac cath-
eterization procedure that offers a safer route to the heart.

OUr Mission 
  …Teaching with creativity and dedication …Healing with quality and compassion …Discovering with imagination and innovation   

Working together in our nation’s capital, with integrity and resolve, The George Washington University School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences is committed to improving the health and well being of our local, national, and global communities. 3



The George Washington University Hospital has one of the premier emergency departments 
in the country, and a long history of providing leading-edge medicine in a caring, efficient, and 
cost-conscious environment. The Ronald Reagan Institute of Emergency Medicine at The George 
Washington University was established in 1991, in recognition of the department’s role in saving 
the life of President Reagan following the 1981 assassination attempt. 

medICaL faCULTy assOCIaTes

The GW Medical Faculty Associates (MFA) is a nonprofit physician group practice composed of 
academic clinical faculty at SMHS. It’s the largest multi-specialty practice in Washington, D.C. MFA 
physicians are an invaluable resource for SMHS students, often mentoring them throughout their 
clinical rotations and education.

HImmeLfarB HeaLTH sCIenCes LIBrary

The Himmelfarb Health Sciences Library puts a world of resources at students’ fingertips. The 
library’s electronic resources include more than 3,600 journal titles; major databases, such as 
MEDLINE/PubMed, CINAHL, and Scopus; and more than 2,500 online books and resources for 
handheld computing devices. Conveniently located adjacent to Ross Hall, Himmelfarb Library of-
fers round-the-clock access to its expansive computer space, newly renovated study space, and 
wireless Internet access. www.gwumc.edu/library

Quick facts about the Class of 2016
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SMHS has a reputation of excellence 
in clinical care, research, and commu-
nity service. When applying to medi-

cal school, I wanted to attend a school 
that would give me access to treating a 

diverse patient population. Washington, 
D.C. is a cultural Mecca that is unique to 
most cities. I take pride in knowing that 

in one hospital bed the patient could be 
a U.S. Senator or a White House official, 
while the patient in the next bed could 

be a homeless person, that’s the level of 
diversity among the patient population at 
GW Hospital. Having this experience will 
enhance my medical education and pre-
pare me for the residency of my choice. 

Marcus Mitchell, M.S.I
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The George Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences 
(SMHS) seeks to graduate “physician citizens” committed to local, national, and 
global public service through excellent patient care, leadership, advocacy for 
change and innovation, and scholarly inquiry. Our students are diverse in terms 
of race, ethnicity, age, geography, and life experiences. Although their back-
grounds are varied, students are drawn to SMHS for the same reason: the part-
nership of academics and action. SMHS seeks applicants who have a balance 
of scholarly and humanistic interests. SMHS students have majored in foreign 
languages, economics, music, public health, anthropology, and international 
relations, along with traditional science studies. The core values of doctoring — 
empathy, compassion, and altruism — are essential. Our students are typically 
defined by their integrity, motivation, maturity, leadership, and responsibility, 
and they take an active role in their own learning and share their knowledge with 
fellow students. 

SMHS medical students bring more than just strong academic backgrounds 
to campus. They each bring a demonstrated commitment to the community, 
through service, research, volunteering, or international missions. 

Diversity is a crucial facet of any medical school community, preparing students 
to work more effectively with peers and patients from varied backgrounds. GW 
is proud of its diverse community, and SMHS is dedicated to admitting students 
who represent the broad and growing population. Throughout the medical edu-
cation process, cross-cultural awareness raises the level of service to all patient 
groups, and GW prides itself on a commitment to nurturing and developing 
these skills. Our students showcase a commitment to their local, national, and 
global communities through service to the ACLU, AmeriCorps, Habitat for Hu-
manity, Teach for America, the Peace Corps, the Public Health Reserve Corps, 
and the United Nations. Before beginning medical school, SMHS students have 
participated in international missions from Bolivia to Zambia, with some mem-
bers participating through prestigious Fulbright awards. Many students have 
also worked in clinics and shelters that provide care to underserved populations. 

An SMHS education sets up graduates for great success. The school maintains a national reputation for placing graduates into 
prestigious medical programs throughout the country in all specialties. Students in the Class of 2013 were placed at the George 
Washington University Hospital, Children’s National Medical Center, UCLA Medical Center, the Johns Hopkins Hospital, the Cleve-
land Clinic, and Yale-New Haven Hospital, among other institutions. 

Our alumni have proven their commitment to serving the underserved. William P. Magee Jr., M.D. ’72, is a leading plastic and cra-
niofacial surgeon who founded and serves as executive chair for Operation Smile, a worldwide children’s medical charity whose 
network of global volunteers work in more than 60 countries and have performed more than 200,000 free surgeries for children 
born with cleft lips, cleft palates, and other facial deformities. Vikram D. Bakhru, M.D. ’05, started the Foundation for International 
Medical Relief of Children (FIRMC) in 2002, and now serves as chair of the board of directors. This organization is dedicated to 
improving pediatric and maternal health in the developing world, through a network of outpatient clinics and partnerships. Harry 
Brown, M.D. ’59, founded SEE International in 1974, an organization that recruits, organizes, and deploys numerous small surgical 
teams worldwide to perform sight-saving surgeries. SEE International’s eye surgeons have examined more than 3 million patients 
and performed more than 400,000 sight-restoring operations.

Many Backgrounds, One Commitment
Class 177

Age Range:  20–47

Average Age:  23

Average Overall GPA:  3.7 

Average MCATs 

 VR:  9.6 
 PS:  10.2 
 BS:  10.6 

Gender Ratio 

 Female:  55% 
 Male:  45% 

Major Areas of Study 

 Science:  68%
 Non-Science:  32%

Geography: 

Residents of 25 different states; Washington, D.C.; 
Canada; and India. 



Match Day 
Match Day is one of the most important and anticipated mo-
ments for doctors in training. Each March, fourth-year medi-
cal students receive their residency appointments as part of 
the National Resident Matching Program and learn where 
they will begin the next phase of their medical careers. SMHS 
maintains a national reputation for placing graduates into 
prestigious medical programs throughout the country.

smhs.gwu.edu/academics/md/current-students/awards-ceremonies/match-day

Some of the institutions to which GW’s Class of 2013 were matched: 
Stanford University, California 

University of California–Irvine Medical 
Center, California

University of California–San Francisco  
Medical Center, California 

Yale–New Haven Medical Center,  
Connecticut 

Children’s National Medical Center,  
District of Columbia

The George Washington University  
Hospital, District of Columbia

Emory University, Georgia 

Johns Hopkins Hospital, Maryland 

Harvard, Massachusetts

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center,  
Massachusetts 

Einstein/Montefiore Medical Center, New 
York

Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York 

New York–Presbyterian Columbia  
University Medical Center, New York 

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, 
Pennsylvania 

Hahnemann University Hospital,  
Pennsylvania

Baylor University Medical Center, Texas 

University of Washington Medical Center,  
Washington 

Anesthesiology 
Dermatology 
Emergency Medicine 
General Surgery 
Internal and Family Medicine 

Specialties and/or programs to which the Class of 2013 were matched include: 

Neurology
Obstetrics–Gynecology
Orthopaedic Surgery 
Otolaryngology 
Pediatrics 

Plastic Surgery
Psychiatry 
Radiation Oncology 
Radiology
Research Medicine



ACADEMICS
School of  

Medicine and 
Health Sciences

at the 
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The curriculum leading to the Doctor of Medicine 

degree is designed to provide a medical education 

that prepares graduates comprehensively for resi-

dency training, gives them the experience on which 

to base their career selection, and grooms them for 

professional lives of continuous learning. 

SMHS takes an innovative approach to medical 

education, requiring students early on to gain 

early patient exposure; and provides the means 

to develop outstanding clinical thinking, technical 

skills, and a sense of professionalism. 
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The GW School of Medicine 

and Health Sciences is in the 

process of developing an 

exciting new curriculum for 

the M.D. program, which will 

be implemented in August 

2014. The new curriculum will 

feature three phases: 

1) Fundamentals of Medicine,

2) Fundamentals  

of Clinical Practice, and 

3) Transition to Advanced  

Clinical Practice. 

The following is a breakdown 

by phase of the new 

curriculum and a description 

of some of the key principles 

and practices.

FundAMenTAlS oF MedICIne

—Foundations

—Immunology/Hematology/Microbiology

—Musculoskeletal/Spinal/Rheumatology

—Cardiology

—Respiratory

—Renal

—GI/Liver

—Endocrine/Reproduction

—Brain & Behavior

—Multisystem Diseases

—Practice of Medicine (POM)

FundAMenTAlS oF ClInICAl PrACTICe

—Internal Medicine

—Neurology

—Obstetrics/Gynecology

—Pediatrics

—Primary Care

—Psychiatry

—Surgery

—Electives

CliniCal apprentiCeShip proGraM
THe neW CUrrICULUm COnTInUes TO 

emPHasIze earLy CLInICaL LearnInG 

and PUBLIC HeaLTH IssUes In an 

UPdaTed and reVIsed VersIOn Of 

OUr LOnG-sTandInG PraCTICe Of 

medICIne CUrrICULUm (POm). THe 

CLInICaL aPPrenTICesHIP PrOGram 

WILL COnTInUe TO maTCH fIrsT-year 

sTUdenTs WITH CLInICaL PreCePTOrs.

CapStone praCtiCe oF MeDiCine (poM) iV
THe fInaL year Of sTUdy InCLUdes an InTensIVe, One-mOnTH 

CaPsTOne exPerIenCe InVOLVInG THe refInemenT Of many 

TeCHnICaL skILLs and reInfOrCemenT Of essenTIaL CLInICaL 

COmPeTenCIes. sTUdenTs are GrOUPed By fUTUre sPeCIaLTy 

fOr mUCH Of THIs COUrse, reCeIVInG dIreCT menTOrsHIP 

frOm faCULTy PHysICIans In THeIr sPeCIaLTy. THe PrImary 

OBjeCTIVe Of THe COUrse Is TO PrePare sTUdenTs TO PerfOrm 

aT a HIGH LeVeL as THey TransITIOn TO THeIr resIdenCy.
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ACADEMICS 

TrAnSITIon To AdvAnCed ClInICAl PrACTICe

—Acting Internship

—Emergency Medicine

—POM IV

—Electives

  eLemenTs Of THe neW CUrrICULUm
✔  Less scheduled class time and more time for independent 

learning.

✔  Increasing emphasis on active learning pedagogies, including 
small group learning, team-based learning, and computer-
assisted instruction.

✔  An organ-system, case-based approach to integrating the basic 
sciences with the clinical sciences throughout the preclinical 
curriculum combined with crucial review of basic science 
concepts at strategic points in the clinical curriculum.

✔  An earlier transition to the clinical curriculum (spring of second 
year) with enhanced elective opportunities.

✔  Early and ongoing career advising through an updated advisory 
dean system with integration of academic counseling, financial 
aid advising, and student wellness programming.

✔  Continuation of our innovative scholarly concentration program 
with nine track programs: Community/Urban Health, Emergency 
Management, Environmental Health, Global Health, Health Policy, 
Integrative Medicine, Medical Education Leadership, Medical 
Humanities, and Research.

✔  Opportunities to be involved in special educational experiences 
that are uniquely available thanks to our Washington, D.C. 
location.

hUManitieS eleCtiVeS: Year one

dOCTOrs as aUTHOrs

LITeraTUre and medICIne 

fIrsT-PersOn medICIne

BIOmedICaL eTHICs

hUManitieS eleCtiVe: Year tWo

fILm and medICIne

BOrderLands

LITeraTUre and PUBLIC HeaLTH

HIsTOry Of medICIne

InTermedIaTe medICaL sPanIsH

CollaBoration & SUpport
GW provides a cooperative, collaborative, 

and supportive learning environment for 

its students. The school has resources 

available to support the academic, social, 

physical, spiritual, and emotional well-

being of all students. These programs 

provide students with an extensive 

network of advisors and mentors during 

their education at GW. Beginning with 

orientation, each student is assigned 

a “big sibling,” a second-year medical 

student whose interests are similar to 

those of the student, who helps with the 

transition to GW and adjustment to life as 

a medical student.
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CLInICaL LearnInG and sImULaTIOn skILLs CenTer
The Clinical Learning and Simulation Skills Center (CLASS Center) provides an innovative, 
hands-on education environment. Exemplifying the adage “practice makes perfect,” this facility 
enables students to supplement their classroom learning with the kind of comprehensive clini-
cal exposure, feedback, and evaluation that prepares them to become both technically adept 
and compassionate caregivers. The interactive environment proves invaluable in preparation 
for the United States Medical Licensing Examination, Step 2 Clinical Skills.

The CLASS Center features high-tech human patient simulation and human models to provide 
students with hands-on practice of essential skills, procedures, and critical care training. Real-
istic scenarios are created using virtual reality and full-scale mock operating rooms that can be 
configured to match the conditions of an operating room, emergency room, or intensive care 
unit.

Beginning early in their medical school experiences, students have live encounters with “stan-
dardized patients,” who are actors playing the role of patients. These encounters occur in 
CLASS Center mock examination rooms, where instructors teach and evaluate medical stu-
dents’ basic clinical skills, including history taking, physical examination, communication, and 
relationship building. 

A new and expanded CLASS Center in Ross Hall, slated for completion in Spring 2014, will 
replace the existing CLASS Center on the 6th floor of the GW Hospital. Like the current facility, 
the new center will replicate an actual health care setting for procedural training and clinical 
skills. However, the new CLASS Center will offer enhanced simulation, enabling students and 
clinicians to perform advanced surgical simulation. 

The new center will also include additional in- and outpatient rooms, centrally located control 
rooms, debriefing rooms, wet and dry lab space, and high-acuity simulation rooms using both 
standardized and simulated patients, as well as administrative offices, larger breakout space, 
and ample storage.

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

I chose GW School of 
Medicine for a number of 

reasons. When I earned 
my M.P.H. at GW, I had 
an opportunity to meet 
some medical students 

and realized that it’s a 
very cooperative learning 
environment. Not only do 

students within a class 
help each other, but 

second-years are always 
offering their advice. 
Another great thing 

about GW Med is that 
the academic curriculum 

and focus on patient 
interaction appeal to me 

as a student and future 
physician. 

Aditi Bhaghat,  
M.S.II, M.P.H. 

smhs.gwu.edu/class



REsEARCH at GW
Medical research is a key feature of the GW experience and mission. Groundbreaking research 

takes place in our biomedical research laboratories as well as in clinical settings and with our 

community partners. Medical students can experience research firsthand through a variety of 

programs, including the research track and a summer fellowship program between the first 

and second years. Ongoing research projects funded by the National Institutes of Health and 

other sponsors are as varied as genomic and microRNA studies and telemedicine in end-

stage renal disease to ensure that disadvantaged cancer patients receive the best guidance 

as they navigate through multiple health care providers.

Microbiology, immunology, and tropical Medicine
GW’s Department of Microbiology, Immunology, and Tropical Medicine (MITM) conducts innovative 
fundamental and translational research and development, training, and policy advocacy for Neglected 
Tropical Diseases (NTDs) and Neglected Infections of Poverty (NIoP). These are infectious and parasitic 
diseases that initiate and perpetuate worldwide poverty and suffering. 

Renowned HIV/AIDS researcher Douglas F. Nixon, M.D., Ph.D., will join the faculty on Oct. 1, 2013, as the 
Ross Professor of Basic Science Research and chair of MITM. Nixon has actively pursued immunovirology 
research for more than 25 years, his studies spanning clinical research, human immunology, basic virol-
ogy, and molecular biology. 

The department has built a strong tradition of scientific inquiry through both basic and translational re-
search, significantly advancing the available body of knowledge for some of the world’s most devastating 
infectious and parasitic diseases. With a $15 million grant awarded to SMHS from the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), as well as additional support 
from the school, GW is embracing this ideal and building a new research center that will focus on NIoPs 
and NTDs. State-of-the-art lab space for the new center, housed in MITM, is being constructed on the fifth 
and sixth floors of Ross Hall. The project is slated for completion during the 2013–14 academic year.

11
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taking aim at neurological Disorders
Neurologists and neuroscientists at the George Washington University are partnering with basic biomedical scien-
tists, neuropsychologists, and clinicians with the goal of understanding the basis of debilitating brain diseases such 
as autism, epilepsy, multiple sclerosis, and myasthenia gravis to uncover their root causes and speed those discover-
ies to the public. Translating findings from the laboratory to the clinic begins with interdisciplinary collaborations. 
Clinical and neuroscience departments host seminars to facilitate those interactions, and GW School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences and the School of Public Health and Health Services researchers can conduct their brain-related 
experiments in a well-stocked core facility located at the GW Institute for Neuroscience. Henry Kaminski, M.D., the 
chair of GW’s Department of Neurology, trusts that basic findings will move to the clinic at GW because the heads of 
each component actively push for translation. “I meet with scientists and clinicians in other departments spontane-
ously because I want to promote this type of interaction,” Kaminski says. 

Clinical and translational Science institute at Children’s national
The GW School of Medicine and Health Sciences and the School of Public Health and Health Services and partner 
institution Children’s National Medical Center are working together on a five-year, $20 million National Institutes of 
Health Clinical and Translational Science Award (CTSA). The partnership established the Clinical and Translational 
Science Institute at Children’s National (CTSI-
CN), for which CTSA funds will provide unique 
resources in translating discovery into improved 
health. CTSI-CN provides highly integrated, 
cost-effective, investigator-focused resources 
designed to overcome research barriers, pro-
mote collaborative research, and provide re-
search training across the life span of patients. 
With an emphasis on health disparities and 
childhood antecedents of adult diseases, CTSI-
CN builds upon its pediatric research strengths 
in areas such as asthma, rare diseases, and neu-
rodevelopmental disabilities, collaborating with 
a national network of 1,200 community health 
centers.

My research has focused on cellular signaling with nitric oxide and cyclic GMP 
for the past 35 years. Our laboratory works with numerous technologies, such 
as biochemistry, pharmacology, physiology, molecular biology, genetics, and 
cell biology. Our methods include tissue extracts, cell culture, stem cells, and 
rodents. The laboratory has been a world leader in nitric oxide and cyclic nucleo-
tides (cGMP and cAMP) research and has received numerous awards, including 
the Lasker Prize (1996) and the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine (1998). The 
laboratory has trained more than 140 students and fellows, and many of them 
hold prominent positions and work at prestigious institutions around the world. 

Ferid Murad, M.D., ph.D., University Professor and Professor of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology



Office of student Opportunities (OsO)
The GW OSO collects and coordinates exciting and challenging op-

portunities for gaining relevant work experience in the nation’s capi-

tal and throughout the world, and matches students with a variety of 

programs and internships. Whether learning about health policy from 

lawmakers on Capitol Hill, conducting research at the National Insti-

tutes of Health, or working overseas to gain a global perspective on 

fighting disease, students can enrich their education experiences with 

hands-on training. Through OSO, students can pursue opportunities 

that allow them to influence the future of our health care system or to 

fulfill their scholastic and professional goals.

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

Throughout medical school, I’ve had unparalleled opportunities 
to integrate my passion for health policy and advocacy into 
my training. I don’t think any other medical student in the 
country is able to say that. And it’s thanks to GW that I had that 
opportunity. 

elizabeth Wiley, M.d. ’12, J.d., M.P.H., past national president  
of the American Medical Student Association
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Mentoring experience to expand 
opportunities in research program
The Mentoring Experience 
to Expand Opportunities 
in Research (METEOR) pro-
gram, supported by the Clin-
ical and Translational Sci-
ence Institute at Children’s 
National Medical Center 
(CTSI-CN), focuses on the 
development of “underrep-
resented in medicine” stu-
dents who are accepted to 
the M.D. program and have 
an interest in research. 

This competitive program 
allows students the oppor-
tunity to be matched with 
a mentor engaged in clini-
cal or translational research 
with whom they can have 
a relationship throughout 
their medical education and beyond. 
It also provides a stipend and housing 
to engage in an eight-week summer 
research project before matriculation 
and other research-focused events.

For more information, visit smhs.
gwu.edu/academics/md/admissions/ 
interviews/accepted-opportunities.

2013 METEOR students



smhs.gwu.edu/oso
TraCk PrOGram

The Office of Student Opportunities coordinates a formal program with elective tracks of study to provide GW students the 
option of pursuing an area of interest beyond the core curriculum. Features of the Track Program include individualized 
learning objectives, special lectures, one-on-one mentorship, and hands-on experience.

students can pursue one of nine tracks of study:

Community health
Making a Difference One Patient at a Time
Students gain the knowledge and skills to help them ad-
dress the health challenges of diverse and underserved 
communities. They participate in the design and implemen-
tation of interventions that reduce health disparities among 
vulnerable and disadvantaged communities.
 
emergency Management
On the Front Lines
Students are introduced to and involved in all phases of 
disaster management. Exposure to renowned leaders in 
mitigation, preparation, response, and recovery efforts pro-
vides students with a rich experience.
 
environmental health
Going Green for Healthier Populations
Students gain understanding and skills related to how the 
environment influences human health. Interacting with 
leaders in the field, students explore issues as diverse as 
greening a hospital or practice, the impact of air pollution, 
and how to take an environmental health history.
 
Global health
A Healthier World in Our Hands
Through exposure to experts on global health issues and 
placements abroad, students increase their awareness of 
international health systems and assess the needs of coun-
tries at various stages of development. They learn strate-
gies for promoting global health and delivering health care 
to the underserved.

health policy
Making an Impact
The policy-makers are the teachers. The classroom is Capi-
tol Hill, a think tank, or a state legislature. Students assist 
lawmakers in developing programs and policies that affect 
clinical practice and the health care system.
 
integrative Medicine 
A Holistic Approach for Healthier Lives
Students gain experience and understanding by combin-
ing complementary and alternative medicine within a tradi-
tional-medicine clinical setting. 
 
Medical education leadership
Today’s Experience for Tomorrow’s Educators
Mentoring others is a cornerstone of professional educa-
tion, and students learn skills that make them superior ed-
ucators, participating in curricular review and reform and 
research, as well as leading tutoring programs and learning 
teaching skills.

Medical humanities 
Insight into the Human Condition
By utilizing humanities, social science, and the arts, students 
develop observational, analytical, empathetic, and intro-
spective skills.
 
research 
Under the Microscope of Change
Students gain experience in research methodology while 
pursuing opportunities in basic, clinical, and translational 
research. They can choose a focus area with local, regional, 
or national research institutions.

Each year, OSO enables students to pursue programs in bioethics, community health, emergency preparedness, global 
health, health policy, medical education, public health, and research both here in the United States and in other countries, 
such as Argentina, Brazil, China, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Japan, Liberia, Switzerland, and Thailand. GW 
students spend their summers in internship positions at the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Association of American 
Medical Colleges, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the Mayo Clinic, the United States Navy (aboard the 
USNS Comfort), the United States Surgeon General’s Office, and the World Health Organization.

InTernsHIPs and exPerIenCes
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InTernaTIOnaL medICIne PrOGrams

With the mission of improving the health and well-

being of our global communities, the Office of Inter-

national Medicine Programs (IMP) offers a wealth of 

education and training programs. Students have the 

opportunity during the summer between their first and 

second years to pursue international internship proj-

ects through IMP.

international Clinical rotations

International clinical rotations are available to fourth-year 
students and residents. IMP has opportunities in countries 
such as Austria, Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Egypt, France, 
Ghana, Haiti, India, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, 
St. Lucia, South Korea, Spain, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam.

smhs.gwu.edu/imp

healing CliniC 

Students in SMHS put their lessons into prac-
tice by running the Health Education Active 
Living (HEALing) Clinic, offering health care to 
one of the city’s most medically underserved 
communities. Founded in 2006 through a 
partnership with local nonprofit Bread for 
the City, the student-run HEALing Clinic of-
fers GW students the opportunity to be more 
closely engaged with the D.C. community. 
Hundreds of students have volunteered at the 
clinic, helping expand access to health care 
for vulnerable residents of Washington, D.C. 

Supervised by volunteer clinical faculty, stu-
dents offer comprehensive primary care and 
social services to a wide array of patients, in-
cluding providing clinical care, facilitating ac-
cess to specialty health referrals, and engag-
ing in patient education.

smhs.gwu.edu/healing_clinic 

iSCopeS 

The Interdisciplinary Student Community-Ori-
ented Prevention Enhancement Service (IS-
COPES) is a yearlong service-learning experi-
ence geared toward providing a wide range 
of health-related services to the medically un-
derserved in Washington, D.C. Students from 
the Medicine, Nursing, Physical Therapy, Phy-
sician Assistant, and Public Health programs 
work together with community-based organi-
zations in mutually beneficial partnerships to 
promote health. ISCOPES offers students an 
invaluable learning experience while assist-
ing these organizations in providing a wide 
range of services to those in need. 

smhs.gwu.edu/iscopes 
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StUDent GroUpS

Prenatal Partners — 
First- and second-
year students 
provide social 
support to 
pregnant women 
lacking a strong 
support system. 

SALUD — 
Dedicated to 
teaching and 
learning medical 
Spanish, as well 
as serving the 
growing Latino 
community in the 
greater D.C. area. 
Students learn 
practical language 
skills, correct use 
of interpreters, 
and the cultural 
barriers facing 
Latino patients.
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La Clinica del Pueblo — Health center serv-
ing the Latino and immigrant populations of the 
Washington, D.C. region and providing cultur-
ally appropriate health services regardless of 
ability to pay. 

www.lcdp.org

Latin American Youth Center — A national-
ly recognized multicultural, multi-service agen-
cy serving low-income youth across the District 
of Columbia and in Maryland’s Prince George’s 
and Montgomery counties.  

www.layc-dc.org

Miriam’s Kitchen — A non-profit in the Foggy 
Bottom neighborhood committed to end-
ing chronic homelessness in the city by plac-
ing them in permanent supportive housing, 
while meeting short-term needs by providing 
healthy meals and high-quality social services.

www.miriamskitchen.org

My Sister’s Place — Provides advocacy, com-
munity education, and services to those peo-
ple, primarily women and children, harmed by 
domestic violence. 

www.mysistersplacedc.org

Whitman-Walker Health — Washington, 
D.C. community health center specializing in 
HIV/AIDS care and care for lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al, and transgender patients.  

www.whitman-walker.org

OTHer OPPOrTUnITIes

CAMP CARDIAC
A two-week summer experience, run by GW 
medical students, for exceptional area high 
school students who are interested in exploring 
careers in medicine. The camp’s primary focus is 
on care and maintenance of the heart, but it also 
provides an excellent starting point for those 
interested in exploring careers in medicine. 

www.campcardiac.org

Team KiPOW
GW medical students, working with the Wash-
ington, D.C. public school system and Chil-
dren’s National Medical Center, support the 
implementation of the D.C. Healthy Schools Act 
by teaching 5th graders about childhood obe-
sity and behavioral change. 

SCIENCEDC
This medical student-led education program 
exposes children in grades 6–8 living in under-
served areas of Washington, D.C., to medicine 
and science topics. The curriculum is a hands-
on, fun, and interactive introduction to potential 
future careers in the sciences. 

COmmUnITy OPPOrTUnITIes

Bread for the City — Provides medically un-
derserved residents of Washington, D.C. with 
comprehensive services including food, cloth-
ing, medical care, and legal and social services 
in an atmosphere of dignity and respect. 

www.breadforthecity.org

Spirituality and 
Health Interest 

Group — Discusses 
elements of patient 

spirituality that 
include healing, 

interactions with 
the doctor and 

adherence to 
treatment. This 

group works 
with Dr. Christina 

Puchalski, Director 
of the GW Institute 
for Spirituality and 

Health (GWISH).
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STUDENT LIFE ON CAMPUS & BEYOND

Although course work is an integral part of any 
medical student’s life, it is only a portion of the 
experience at GW. There are plenty of educa-
tion-related opportunities outside the class-
room. Dozens of organizations and associations 
are available to GW students. Medical interest 
groups in specialties such as oncology, surgery, 
and emergency medicine enable students to 
interact with others who have similar career and 
research interests. Organizations such as the 
American Medical Student Association, SALUD, 
the Student National Medical Association, and 
the Asian Pacific American Medical Student As-
sociation are all active at GW. 

Also available are intramural sports teams, a 
running club, global medicine groups, reli-
gious interest groups, and more. Washington, 
D.C. and its beautiful neighboring communi-
ties are filled with trails for hiking, biking, and 
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running. Our students are afforded a multitude 
of recreational, cultural, and entertainment op-
portunities. Stylish restaurants, celebrity chefs, 
and fresh local fare are all on the menu in Wash-
ington, D.C. Take in a free performance at the 
Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage every eve-
ning at 6 p.m. Performers are as varied as the 
National Symphony Orchestra, gospel groups, 
jazz musicians, and slam poets. Just a short 
metro ride away, students can visit any of the 
Smithsonian museums or the national monu-
ments; the Lincoln Memorial is only a short walk 
down 23rd Street. They can also see the original 
Constitution at the National Archives or visit the 
pandas, Mei Xiang and Tian Tian, at the Nation-
al Zoo. Each spring, the Cherry Blossom Festival 
attracts tens of thousands of people who want 
to witness the stunning beauty of the blossoms 
that line the Tidal Basin.



Cookies (Fall)
Each fall semester, 

students mingle with 
the deans and faculty of 
the medical school over 

cookies. The only rule is that 
there can be no discussion 

of school or exams. This 
is a great opportunity for 
students to relax and get 

to know their deans, 
professors, mentors, 

and peers.

Community Service Day (Fall)
Each August, students spend a day work-
ing in partnership with local, national, 
and global nonprofit organizations to act  
on their commitment to the community.

 a Day in the life of a Medical 
Student (Spring)

Families are invited to campus every 
other year for a daylong event at which 
they get an insider’s view of life as a 
GW medical student. The day features 
classroom and clinical experiences, 
including a sample lecture, hands-on 
activities, small group discussions, and 
a mini-commencement ceremony.

White Coat Ceremony (Fall)
Each year during orientation, first-year students attend a White Coat 
Ceremony. At the event, students receive their first white medical coats, 

signifying the beginning of their 
journey and career in the medical 
profession. They recite the Honor 
Code in recognition of their shared 
commitment to the profession and 
the community. Friends and family 
are invited to attend the ceremony, 
which is sponsored by the GW 
Medical Alumni Association. 

AnnUAL EVEnTs
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lobby Day (Fall)
Each fall, third-year 
students visit Capitol 
Hill for a firsthand 
introduction to the 
health policy side of 
medicine. Students 
learn lobbying tactics 
and then break into 
small groups to meet 
with legislative aides 
to discuss the health 
care topics of the day.



Medical Student Formal (Spring)
This event allows medical students and 
friends or significant others to enjoy 
a night on the town. The event is a 
great time for students and has 
become affectionately known 
as the “Medical School Prom.”

Follies (Spring)
This Broadway-
like show features 
student talent as 
each class presents 
skits and choreo-
graphed dance 
numbers.

research Day (Spring)
This event features keynote addresses and pan-
el discussions on leading-edge research topics. 

Students and resi-
dents have the op-
portunity to submit 
research abstracts 
and present oral 
and poster reports 
on their research 
initiatives.
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Memorial Service (Spring)
This event commemorates the selfless 

sacrifice of the individuals who donate their 
bodies for study by medical students during 
Gross Anatomy. Students commemorate each 

donor through musical performances and lit-
erary works about their experiences with 

death and the importance of the 
donors’ sacrifice.

healing Clinic auction (Spring)
The student-run HEALing Clinic holds 
an annual auction to support its 
mission to provide medical care to the 
underserved. The auction is organized 
by students and includes an online 
auction and a silent auction with items 
donated by the SMHS community and 
local businesses.

Match Day (Spring)
Match Day is one of the most important 
and anticipated moments for doctors 
in training. Each March, fourth-
year medical students receive their 
residency appointments as part of the 
National Resident Matching Program 
and learn where they will begin the 
next phase of their medical careers.
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The Committee on Admissions seeks responsible, mature, 
and ethical applicants who are passionate about medicine 
and understand that the role of an M.D. is a lifelong expe-
rience and challenge. Applicants should have experiences 
working and serving in the community and in health care, as 
well as leadership experience, a proven ability to work with 
people, and a caring outlook. Ideal applicants are those 
who can demonstrate success in working in team settings, 
have developed robust interpersonal and social skills, and 
demonstrate a keen level of cultural competency. 

The committee identifies these characteristics through re-
view of an applicant’s academic history; personal statement 
and supporting essays; letters of recommendation; and 
personal, professional, and life experiences. In order to de-
velop a diverse class of students, they also look closely at 
geography, colleges attended, majors and minors, gradu-
ate course work, ethnicity, race, non-traditional experi-
ences, and unusual interests or hobbies. Through review of 
these materials, the committee seeks to understand an ap-
plicant’s path to medicine, including his or her background, 
challenges faced, and personal history. 

The GW SMHS application process is very competitive. We 
receive many applications each year to fill the first-year 
seats in our entering class. Because interviews and accep-
tances are offered on a rolling admissions basis, we strongly 
urge applicants to complete their file as early as possible. 

amCas application 
Applicants must complete an online application from the 
American Medical College Application Service (AMCAS). 
This application must be submitted by Dec. 1. More infor-
mation about applying can be found through AMCAS at 
www.aamc.org/students/amcas. 

GW medical school secondary application 
We will provide each applicant with a secondary applica-
tion via e-mail and information about GW after the Admis-
sions Office receives the online application from AMCAS. 
Applicants must return the completed application and all 
supporting materials (including the application fee and 
letters of recommendation) to the Admissions Office by 
Jan. 1. 

Letters of recommendation
GW participates in the AMCAS letter service. All letters of 
recommendation are submitted to AMCAS, which then 

electronically forwards the letters to the participating med-
ical schools. 

To complete their file, applicants are required to submit 
either: 

>  A Pre-Health or Premedical Committee letter of rec-
ommendation (required if available to the applicant) 

OR 
>  At least three letters (no more than five) from individ-

ual letter writers. One should be from a science fac-
ulty member familiar with the applicant’s academic 
work.

Letters often speak to the academic performance of the 
applicant, but the committee is also interested in insights 
provided about the applicant’s personality and experienc-
es and any challenges he or she may have faced. The com-
mittee also seeks to understand what makes an applicant 
unique.

A letter of good standing is required and will be requested 
from any graduate programs in which an applicant is cur-
rently enrolled. 

mCaT
Applicants must take the Medical College Admission Test 
(MCAT) no more than three years prior to matriculation and 
no later than September of the current application cycle. 
For more information on registration, visit the MCAT sec-
tion on the AMCAS website at www.aamc.org. 

InTerVIeWs and deCIsIOn makInG
Each year the Admissions Office offers approximately 
1,000 interviews (September–March) to selected appli-
cants. These interviews are “blind,” meaning that the inter-
viewers do not read the applicant’s file prior to the inter-
view and that the applicants are not notified of who their 
interviewers will be until the morning of the interview.

The School of Medicine and Health Sciences participates in 
the AMCAS criminal background check program. Students 
accepted to the school will be required to undergo a crimi-
nal background check as a condition of matriculation. In 
addition, an inquiry regarding any institutional action will 
be made for all colleges attended.

The faculty of the School of Medicine and Health Sciences 
consider it essential for all medical graduates to have the 
knowledge and skill to function in a variety of clinical situa-

The application process is very competitive; we receive many applications each year to fill 
our 177 seats. Because interviews and acceptances are offered on a rolling admissions 
basis, we strongly urge applicants to complete their file as early as possible. 
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APPLICATION PROCESS
tions and to provide a wide spectrum of patient care as 
required by the curriculum. Therefore, every medical 
student must master a common body of basic science 
knowledge and master the principles, knowledge, and 
procedures of the major required clinical specialty 
clerkships, including Internal Medicine, Surgery, Pedi-
atrics, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Psychiatry, and Pri-
mary (Ambulatory) Care Medicine. This requires that 
every student have sufficient capacities and abilities in: 

Communication 
Observation 
Motor/Tactile Function 
Emotions/Intellect

The M.D. degree is, thus, an undifferentiated degree 
requiring that each student independently demon-
strate these capabilities. Surrogates cannot be used to 
accomplish the essential requirements. Students may 
not have undue dependence on technology or trained 
intermediaries. 

Communication includes the ability to speak, hear, 
read, and write sufficiently to achieve adequate ex-
change of information with other health care profes-
sionals and patients and their support network. 

Observation includes the ability to perceive, using 
senses and mental abilities, the presentation of infor-
mation through lectures, small groups, one-to-one 
interactions, and written and audiovisual materials. 
Students must be able to directly observe a patient’s 
medical condition. Other examples of the use of per-
ceptual abilities include, but are not limited to: gross 
and microscopic studies of organisms, cadaver dissec-
tions, and various diagnostic studies (including, but 
not limited to: interpreting electrocardiograms, chest 
X-rays, mental status examinations, and auscultatory 
findings). 

Motor function includes the ability to perform physi-
cal examinations and basic laboratory, diagnostic, and 
therapeutic procedures. These procedures include, 
but are not limited to: urinalysis, airway management, 
insertion of nasogastric tubes and urinary catheters, 
pelvic and rectal examinations, obstetrical maneuvers, 
suturing, venipuncture, and arterial blood draws. 

Emotional and higher-level intellectual abilities must 
be demonstrated. These include aptitude for rapid 
problem solving; rational thought; visual-spatial com-
prehension; understanding, synthesizing, and recall-

applicants must: 
> Receive a bachelor’s degree from a U.S. or Canadian 

college or university prior to matriculation.
> Be a U.S. or Canadian citizen or a current U.S. per-

manent resident. If neither status applies, applicants 
should visit smhs.gwu.edu/academics/mdprograms/
admissions/international. 

> Take or plan to take the Medical College Admission 
Test (MCAT).

> Have completed the required minimum premedical 
course work prior to matriculation. 
•	 Full	year	of	science	course	work	and	lab,	in:

o Biology
o Chemistry
o Organic Chemistry (Biochemistry can be substi-

tuted for second semester)
o Physics

•	 Full	year	of	English	course	work	
o Can include any course work in the English de-

partment, such as writing composition, creative 
writing, and literature. We’ll also accept course 
work in mythology, religion, philosophy, and ad-
vanced foreign language to fulfill our English re-
quirement. 

ing materials; interpreting the results of patient interactions, 
examinations, and procedures; and the ability to formulate 
diagnostic and treatment plans. Students must have sound 
judgment and be able to function under physically taxing and 
stressful situations such as overnight call and lengthy working 
hours. 
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summer Pre-matriculation Program
This four-week program provides exposure to some first-
year M.D. course content. In addition, to ease the transi-
tion into the first year, workshops will be provided in study 
skills, test-taking skills, and stress reduction, as well as oth-
er strategies for success. Participants will also have student 
mentors to help guide them through the program. This 
program is by invitation only to those underrepresented 
in medicine or disadvantaged students the Committee on 
Admissions believes would benefit from the program. A 
limited number of students will be offered this opportunity 
at the time the offer of admissions to the first-year class is 
made. On-campus housing and a stipend will be provid-
ed. For more information, visit smhs.gwu.edu/academics/
md/admissions/interviews/accepted-opportunities.

B.a./m.d. Program with GW’s Columbian 
College of arts and sciences 
A joint program of GW’s Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences and SMHS, the seven-year B.A./M.D. program 
is designed for high school seniors exhibiting academic 
excellence as well as leadership in activities, community 
service, and health care experiences, and who have con-
firmed their goal of becoming a physician. No MCATs are 
required to progress to the M.D. program. For more infor-
mation, contact the Office of Undergraduate Admissions 
at undergraduate.admissions.gwu.edu/seven-year-bamd.

B.a./B.s./m.d. Program with  
st. Bonaventure University 
GW and St. Bonaventure University have established an 
eight-year B.S./M.D. program. Prior to attending SMHS, 
accepted students attend St. Bonaventure for four years 
studying Biology, and complete a summer internship at 
a health care facility aiding the underserved. For students 
accepted into this program, no MCATs are required to 

progress to the M.D. program. For more information, con-
tact the St. Bonaventure University Office of Undergradu-
ate Admissions at www.sbu.edu. 

early selection Program 
The M.D. program has Early Selection agreements with 
several colleges for applicants who have demonstrated 
academic distinction and a proven commitment to medi-
cine. Students apply to the Early Selection program near 
the end of their sophomore year as an undergraduate, 
and, if selected, are given a provisional admittance to the 
M.D. program at GW. Students in the Early Selection pro-
gram do not need to take the MCATs. We offer the Early 
Selection program through GW’s Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences and School of Engineering and Applied 
Science, as well as through the following undergraduate 
colleges: Claremont McKenna College, Colgate Universi-
ty, Franklin & Marshall College, George Mason University, 
Hampden-Sydney College, Knox College, Randolph-Ma-
con College, Rhodes College, Rowan University, Scripps 
College, St. Bonaventure University, and the University of 
Maryland, College Park. 

Please contact the premedical advisor at the correspond-
ing school for more information. 

early decision Program 
The American Medical College Application Service 
(AMCAS) Early Decision program is an accelerated ap-
plication process recommended only for exceptional ap-
plicants. It allows prospective students to receive a deci-
sion by Oct. 1. Applicants may apply to only one medical 
school and must attend that school if accepted, or wait 
until the October decision to apply to other schools if 
denied. AMCAS applications must be completed by 
Aug. 1. The supplemental application — three to five let-

“Improving medical school education and wellness for generations behind me will eventually improve phy-
sician practice in the future and, therefore, patients will receive better care. As a delegate to the Organiza-
tion of Student Representatives Administrative Board, I have to stay up-to-date on everything from new rec-
ommendations for applications to residency, to away rotations, to national residency matching programs, 
to MCAT changes. The Association of American Medical Colleges makes a lot of the decisions for us, so it’s 
essential that we give the organization feedback and be vocal about programs that can be improved.”

Amy Waldner, M.S.Iv, GW student representative to the Association of American Medical Colleges’  
Organization of Student Representatives (OSR), and national delegate to the OSR Administrative Board.
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PROGRAM OPTIONS
ters of recommendation and complete official transcripts 
— must be received by the Admissions Office no later than 
the Sept.  1 deadline. August MCAT scores cannot be re-
viewed. All interested students must meet with the Direc-
tor of Admissions before applying. For more information, 
visit smhs.gwu.edu/academics/md/apply/early

Post-Baccalaureate Linkage Programs 
This program is for students seeking a strong post-bacca-
laureate, premedical experience in an organized program. 
GW has linkage programs that can fulfill medical school 
entrance course requirements and allow students linkage 
admission to the M.D. program, including programs with 
Brandeis University, Bryn Mawr College, California State 
University–Fullerton, Goucher College, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, New York University, Scripps College, University of 
Virginia, and University of Pennsylvania. 

Please contact the specific post-baccalaureate program 
for more information.  

International m.d. Program 
GW may admit only U.S. citizens, Canadian citizens, and 
U.S. permanent residents into the regular four-year M.D. 
program. As a result, the school developed the Internation-
al Medicine Program to prepare international students for 
medical practice in their home countries. Applicants must 
be sponsored by their government or a medical institution 
in their home country and must matriculate from a U.S. or 
Canadian undergraduate school. For more information, 
contact the Office of International Medicine Programs at 
smhs.gwu.edu/imp.

m.d./m.P.H. Proram
A five-year, fully accredited joint M.D./M.P.H. program is 
offered together with GW’s School of Public Health and 

Health Services (SPHHS). M.D./M.P.H. students may begin 
the M.P.H. program during a summer session beginning 
the June before or after their first year of the M.D. pro-
gram. Applicants must apply to the M.D. and M.P.H. pro-
grams separately, and can contact the SPHHS Admissions 
Office, smhs.gwu.edu/jointprograms/md-mph. 

m.d./Ph.d. Program
In collaboration with GW’s Columbian College of Arts 
and Sciences and the Children’s National Medical Center, 
SMHS also hosts the Institute for Biomedical Sciences, the 
administrative and academic home for interdisciplinary 
Ph.D. training in the biomedical sciences. 

This eight-year program integrates an M.D. degree with 
a Ph.D. degree granted by selected Biomedical Science 
graduate programs. The Ph.D. portion of the dual 
degree can be completed in Biochemistry and Molecular 
Genetics, Molecular Medicine, or Microbiology and 
Immunology. Applicants must apply to the Ph.D. program 
separately from applying to the M.D. program; see  
smhs.gwu.edu/ibs/.

FinanCial aiD
SMHS students enjoy the advantage of a specialized 
Office of Financial Aid, which offers individual 
consultations to discuss financial aid options, such 
as federal subsidized and unsubsidized Stafford 
Loans, federal Graduate PLUS loans, and a limited 
number of other private loan programs. SMHS 
offers need-based scholarship assistance for 
medical students each year. These resources come 
from a variety of different endowed and restricted 
scholarship funds. To qualify, an applicant must be a 
U.S. citizen or permanent resident and demonstrate 
significant need as determined through the medical 
school’s awarding process. No separate application 
process is necessary.

Prospective students may also visit the Financial 
Aid Office website (smhs.gwu.edu/fin-aid) for more 
detailed information. Questions concerning financial 
aid may be directed to medfinan@gwu.edu.



aPPLICaTIOn deadLInes
regular Deadlines
AMCAS Application ......................................deC. 1 

Secondary Application and Letters  
of Recommendation ....................................  jan. 1

early Decision Deadlines
AMCAS Application ..................................... aUG. 1 

Secondary Application, Letters of  
Recommendation, and Transcripts.............sePT. 1

QUICk LInks
HEALTH  SCIENCES PROGRAMS:  

smhs.gwu.edu/academics/health-sciences

SCHOOL  OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH SERVICES:  
sphhs.gwu.edu/

GRADU TE ADMISSIONS:  
graduate.admissions.gwu.edu

Learn more about GW SMHS by reading 
MEDICINE + HEALTH Online



remInders 
> All letters of recommendation must arrive via AMCAS. 

>  Applicants must have receipt of an undergraduate degree from a U.S. or Canadian college or university prior to matriculation.

>  Applicants must take the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) no more than three years prior to matriculation and no later than  
September of the current application cycle. 

> Applicants should not send transcripts unless requested. 

> Applicants should notify AMCAS directly of any changes in contact information. 

> Credentials submitted become the property of the Office of Admissions and are not returned to the applicant.
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OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS
Walter G. Ross Hall, Room 106

2300 Eye Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Phone: (202) 994-3506
Fax: (202) 994-1753

medadmit@gwu.edu
smhs.gwu.edu/academics/md/admissions

Please download 
a mobile app 
to scan the Qr 
code and follow 
the smHs Office 
of admissions on 
facebook.

U.s. Capitol


